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Pes both, to enlarge principally upon the Miniſter's ſtrict 
Engagements to the People, over whom he is ordain'd, or 
inſtalld ; and thence infer their reciprocal Obligations to 
Him. My reverend and honoured Hearers will allow me, 
at this Time, to invert the Order, and begin my Diſcourſe 
with this divine Admonition to the People, 


long as thou liveſt upon the Earth, ! 


The Levite not to be 


forſaken. 
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not the LEVITE, as long as thou liveſ 
_ the Earth. 


H E Relation of. Paſtor and People is 
ſacred; the Duties reſpectively incumbent 
on them are great and weighty, the Diſ- 
charge of which requires a firm and laſt- 
ing Attachment to each other. It is uſual, 
on ſuch Occaſions as this, for the Monitor 


— Take 
<« heed to thy ſelf, that thou forſake not the Levite, as 


-2. The 
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This ſolemn Charge which God gave his People of old, . 
doth as much Concern us who live ! in r And * 
And in it are obſervable, | 
1 The Matter of it, viz. Not to forlabe the Levite.— 
The Tribe of Levi was appointed by God to officiate in 
holy Things: To teach Jacob his Judgments, and Iſrael © 
his Law : To put Incenſe before the Lord, and whole 
 burnt=Sacrifice upon his Altar. To ſecure to them the 
proper Regards of the People, God expreſly forbad the 
forſaking them----All that wou'd imply their Neglect and 
Contempt of the Levite, and deprive them of the Uſe and 
Benekit of his holy Office. 
2% The Manner in which it is deliver'd ; T ake heed to 
Jef Enjoining on every one a peculiar Care of himſelf, 
more than of any beſide, to keep this Charge: Intimating 
alſo the Matter introduced with ſo ſolemn a Caution to be 
of great Importance; and at the ſame Time, People's 
Proneneſs to offend in this Point, without ſpecial Care and 
Circumſpection. 
3% The Time in which it muſt be kept; 4 long as 
thou liveſt upon the Earth. So long the People would need 
the Levite's Miniſtration ; and ſo long mult they be care- 
ful, that they forſake him not. This Addition may alſo. 
Intimate, that how cloſely ſoever they adher'd to him at 
preſent, yet there was Danger of their forſaking him ſome 
Time or other afterwards, and therefore need of this Care 
all their Days. 
Neither the Seaſon, nor (perhaps) the Subject, will per- 
mit me to ſay all which the Text wou'd lead me to; 1 
| ſhall only point out the Ways in which People are apt, con- 
trary to this ſolenin Charge in it, to forſake the Levite, the 
Lord's Miniſter, and their's, and briefly hint at the Obliga- 
tions they are under, to take heed to themſelves, that they 
e not. © 
Firſt, People ſhould take heed to themſelves, that they 
forſake not che Levith,” their Miniſter, by a blameable | 


ks Deut. 33. 10. 
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Alienation of their Aﬀetions Rm him. This is the firſt, 
and great leading Step of a faulty forſaking the Levite: 


and need be moſt carefully guarded againſt. The Bond of 


Vnion betwixt Paſtor and People is, Love. Their Love 
to him muſt be founded in a worthy Eſteem of him; ſo 
accounting of him, as the Miniſter of Chrift, and, Steward — 
ef the Myſteries of God; their Soul's Friend, and ſpiritual F| 
Father. As ſuch, they are to em bim very highly (more 
than abundantly) in Love for his Works ſake , & which may 

hereby be render'd more eaſy to him, and advantageous 
unto them. But, the Love of many, tho? fervent at firſt, 
zs apt to wax Cold toward their Miniſter. The wily Ad- 
verſary of Souls hath not a more ſubtil and effectual Device, 
to obſtruct a Miniſter's Uſefulneſs, and hinder the Succeſs 
of the Goſpel, among a People, than to raiſe in them an 
ill Opinion of their Miniſter. And this he often finds no 


hard Matter to do; People being very apt to imbibe Pre- 
Judices againſt him; to entertain evil Surmiſings, and to 
liſten to bad Stories concerning him. Sooner, it ſeems; and 
upon ſlighter Grounds, are they offended with him, than 


with a Man of another Order. There might be thoſe among, 
the Jews, that liv'd as abſtemiouſly, as Jobn Baptiſt ; yet 
| becauſe he came neither eating, nor drinking, as ordinarily 
Men do, they ſaid, be bath a Devil. Th be Son of Man 
came eating, and Irinking, no otherwiſe than ſober Fulks do; 
and they ſaid, Behold, a Man glultenous, and a Wine-bibber, 
2 Friend of Publicans and Sinners. + So that perfect Inno- 


cence in a Miniſter wou'd not ſecure him from the Miſre- 


_ preſentations of Malice; and the common Imperfections of 
aà mortal Nature in him, are look*d upon as no little Crimes. 
His very Friends, as it they expected angelic Perfection in 
him, can hardly make him the Allowance that is thought 
due to the Frailty of Mankind, but are diſpoſed to take 
critical Notice of his Failings, to aggravate his Errors, and 


expoſe his MiſconduR, under the ſecret, unſuſpected In- 


fluence of our common Adverſary, the malignant Spirit of 


4 1 Thefl. 5. 13, + Matth. 11. 18. 
* 


II 


n 
Dax e 
hen TOSS I 2 


PETIT 
» mg 


8 The Levite O. 70 Be forſaken. 


Darkneſs. For his Faithfulneſs to them, People are ſome- 
times diſaffected to their Miniſter, and think he is become 
their Enemy becauſe he tells them the Truth; as the foohfþ 
Galatians did St. Paul, whom they once fo paſſionately lo- 

ved, as that, if it had been poſſible, they would have pluck- 
ed out their own Eyes, and have given them to him: As 
he bears them Record in Chap. 4 of his Epiſtle to them, 
Ver. 15. There is no Miniſter therefore ſo inoffenſive in 
his Life and Office, nor ſo well-beloved of his People, but 
there is Danger of their being looſened in*their Affections 
from him, by ſome Means or other : And they need al- 
ways take heed to themſelves, that they be not: For they 
are like to ſuffer moſt by it themſelves. *Tis indeed a ſore 
Trial to a good Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt, who gladly ſpends, 

and is ſpent for Souls, to find, that the more abundantly 
he loves, the leſs he is loved ;---To fee thoſe whoſe Hap- 
pineſs he earneſtly wiſheth, and unweariedly laboureth for, 
embitter'd againſt him. But this grieveth him moſt, as it 
trends to the Hindrance of the Goſpel, and hurt of their 
Souls. He hath great Heavineſs and continual Sorrow of 
Heart, on their Account: He is far from making light of 
the Prejudices with which the Minds of his People are 
ſoured againſt him, how groundleſs and unjuſt ſoever they 
be, becauſe of the Damage which doth thence accrue to 
them. I am afraid of you, ſaid Paul to thoſe who were 
_ alienated in their Affections from him, leſt I have beſtow- 
ed upon you Labour in vain: Brethren, 1 beſeech you be as 
J am, for 1 am as ye are, ye have not injured me at all; not 
@t all in compariſan of the Wrong ye have done your own 
Souls. As People love their own Souls therefore, they muſt 
take heed to themſelves, that they looſe not their firſt Love 
to their Miniſter : that they do not, thro' natural In- 
conſtancy, or the Prevalence of any Corruption within, or 
Temptation from without, become ill-affeed toward his 
| Perſon, and grow into a wearineſs and diſreliſh of his Ad- 
miniſtrations. And this Heed People ſhould early take to 


0 2 7 RY DK 6 FF Be 
5 themſelves ; 


themſelves; even in determining their Choice of, and fix- 


captivated, it is not likely to continue. People may ze 
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ing their Affections on a Miniſter. If they are govern'd 
herein by their fluctuating Paſſions, and uncertain Humours, 
and the varying Circumſtances of Time and Place, If they 
are influenc'd by ſiniſter Views, and have any Man's Per- 
fon in Admiration, becauſe of Advantage, to ſerve a Turn, 
and accompliſh ſome Deſign of Revenge, or Avarice, or 
Ambition; *tis no wonder, that they prove unſtable as 
Water, change with the Wind, and vary as the Contingen- 
cies of worldly Affairs. Affections that are not guided by 
Judgment, are fickle and vagrant, and never well ſettled. 
If People's Eſteem for a Minifter be not grounded in the 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Qualifications of ſuch an One, his good 
Knowledge, and Aptneſs to teach; his Prudence and Stea- 
dineſs of Behaviour; his Piety, and Fidelity; if it be raĩs'd 
on no firmer Bottom, than ſome little Accompliſhments of 
Nature, or Art, and thoſe ſuperficialOrnaments of Geſture 
and Addrefs, with which weak Minds are at firſt extremely 


loully affect a Miniſter, but not well, and therefore not long. 
Many are affected toward a Preacher, as Stony- ground 
Hearers are to the Word itſelf; They hear him, and anon 
with Joy (almoſt to a Tranſport) receive him; yet have they 
not Root in themſelves, but are well-pleaſed for a while only, 
for when any Thing ariſeth a little croſſing their Inclination, 
or Intereſt, by and by they are offended. ® ... 
Secondly, People ſhould take heed to themſelves, that 
they forſake not the Levite, their Miniſter, by a parſimo- 
nious witholding of due Maintenance from him. It was 
with. a ſpecial Regard to the Levite's outward Support, 


that this Charge was given the J/raelites, leſt, thro Co- | 


vetouſneſs, they ſhould defraud him of that Proviſion 

Which God by his Law had made therefor. *Tis repeated, 

and the Reaſon of it adjoyn'd, Ch. 14. v. 27, And the 

Levite that is within thy Gates, thou ſhalt not forſake bim: 

for be hath no Part nor Inheritance with thee, The Rea» 
5 Math. 13. 20. | 
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{on afligned why they ſhould not forſake him, ſheweth this 
Way of forſaking him to be eſpecially intended and cautio- 
ned againſt ; the witholding from him what is ſuitable, and 
ſufficient for him to eat and drink, and rejoice before the 
Lord; ſeeing he had not Land of his own, to ſupply this 
_ unto himſelf - — had not an Inheritance divided by Lot to 
him with the reſt of his Brethren. The Tribe of Levi, for 
the better Execution of their Office, was diſperſed among 
all the Tribes; in which they had at firſt forty-eight Cities, 
and afterward, when they were much encreaſed, twenty 
more with their Suburbs, laid out to them. Theſe were 
only for them to build Houſes, and feed ſome Cattle in. 
They had not Poſſeſſions of Vineyards and Fields; the 
Care of which wou'd not conſiſt well with the Buſineſs 
they were devoted to. And for their Support and Encou- 
ragement in it, God tho't it not too much for them to have 
a Tenth of the Encreaſe of the Land, throughout the whole 
Country; a Part in every Sacrifice that was offered, ex- 
cepting the Holocauſt 5 and many other Revenues. 1 
The defrauding them of which, is expreſs'd by forſaking 
the Levite; and called robbing of God, and was puniſhed 
by him, Malac. 3. 8, 9, * Will a Man rob (God ? Yet. 
ye have robbed me: But ye ſay, wherein have we robbed. 
_ thee? In Tithes and Offerings. Ye are curſed with a Curſe; 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation.“ The 
Jews have not been the only guilty Nation in this Matter. 
People under the Goſpel ſhould take heed and beware of 
Covetouſneſs, that they may not, in like manner, rob God, | 
and be curſed of him, not only in their Eſtates, but alſo YH 
in their Souls, for the ſacrilegious Detention of his Rights | 
It is as plainly a Tranſgreſſion of his Law thus to forſake 
a Miniſter now, as it was of old fo to forſake the Levite: 
1 Cor. 9. 13, 14, © Do ye not know that they which mini- 
ſter about holy Things, live of the Things of the Temple ? 
and they which wait at the Altar, are Partakers with the 
Altar? Even ſo. hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
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preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Things of the Goſ- 
pel: “ And to live, both in common and ſcriptural Lan- 
guage, is more than to have barely enough to keep Soul 
and Body together: It is to be ſupplied with the Conve- 
niencies, as well as Neceſſaries of human Life: Elſe living 
of the Goſpel, wou'd be in no meaſure parallel, or com pa- 


rable to, and ſcarce have been mention'd with, living of 


the Things of the Temple. There is certainly as great Oc- 
caſion of the Lord's thus providing for the Maintenance of 
them that preach the Goſpel, out of their Auditor's Sub- 
ſtance; for, tho' he hath not ſaid, they ſhall have no In- 
heritance with their Brethren, yet their prudent Fathers, 
who deſign them for that Service, rarely in their laſt Wills 


and Teſtaments give them any; truſting the Lord will be 


their Inheritance, as he was the Levites. They have not 
among us, ſuch a Proportion of the Land, as forty-eight 
Cities, with their Suburbs, were to Canaan ; nor Preſents 
equalling the Free-willOfferings to the Prieſts ; nor Salarzes 
ſcarcely exceeding in Value the Skins of the Zewrſh Sacri- 
fices, and Tithes of their Garden-herbs — Aniſe, Mint and 
Cummin. Do they who preach the Goſpel then, live of the 
_ Goſpel, according to God's Ordinance, as they who mi- 
niſtered about holy Things under the Law, lived of the 
Things of the Temple? By the Nature of their Profeſſion, 
they are debarr'd the Uſe of ordinary Means to get a Live- 
lihood, and provide for their Families. As to any Jucrative 
Employment tl. erein, they are ſhut out from Courts and 
Camps: and ' tis pity they are not, by univerſal Cuſtom, as 
I think they are by the Evangelical Law, from Shops and 
Fields alſo. For the intangling themſelves in the Affairs of 
this Liſe, neceſſarily hinders the doing of their proper Work. 
If they thrive by Trade; or have Plenty by tilling their Land, 
they ſtarve their Flocks. And if they turn Phyſicians, and 
gain moſt by healing Men's Bodies, they muſt neglect the 
Cure of Souls; and *tis at the greateſt Expence any People 
do much improve them as ſuch. The Exigency therefore, 
and Equity of the Caſe, the Honour of God, Dn | 
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of People, as well Temporal as Spiritual, require a Feral 
Maintenance of Chriſt's Miniſters, in the Way which the 


Goſpel preſcribes, ſuitable to the Dignity of their laborious, 


expenſive, and beneficial Office ----But to dwell on ſo un- 
popular a Theme, as little gratifies an uncomplaining Prea- 
cher, as it doth an avaritious Hearer. The Text will apo- 
logize for the mention of it, if there be no need thereof! in 
this Audience. --- go on to fay, - 
Thirdly, People ſhould take heed 'to themſelves, that 
they forſake not the Levite, their Miniſter, by frequent 
abſenting themſelves from his Adminiſtrations. F orſaking 
the Houſe of God, is the ſame as forſaking the Levite, in 
the Language of the Old- Teſtament, Neh. 10. 31, We will 
not forſake the Houſe of our God. People forſake a Miniſter 
of the New-Teftament, by * forſaking the afſembling them- 
| ſelves together, as the manner of ſome **? was in theApoſtles 
Days; and is of more in our's. The Caution given Chriſ- 
tians, not to forſake the public Aſſemblies for Religion, in- 
cludes this not to forſake the Maſters of them; as People 
do, in a faulty Degree, by Inconſtancy in their Attendance; 
by frequent unneceſſary abſenting themſelves from the Or- 
dinances of divine Worſhip, the Word be Sacra- . 
ments, and Prayers. 5 
The Goſpel-Miniſter is ſtrictly charg'd to give Attendance 
to the Duties of his Office: to Exhortation, to Doctrine; 
to continue in them; to give himſelf wholly to them; to 
preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon; to 
give himſelf continually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of 
the Word. And this implies as indiſpenſably ſtrong Obli- , 
gation on the People conſtantly to attend upon his Miniſtry. 
He could not be bound, and they left at their Liberty in 
this Matter. Neceſſity is laid upon them to hear, as well 
as upon him to preach; yea, wo unto them, if they hear 
not the Goſpel ; if they refuſe Audience to Chriſt's Embaſ. 
ſador. There are ſome, in moſt Places, who wou'd rarely, 
it ever, come to him, and hear the Word preached, were 
it not for Cuſtom, or the Coertion of human Laws. 4 
Who 
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who thro? Indulgence to their Eaſe, or on ſome ſlight Pre- 
tence, or other, come not to hear it; when, perhaps, they 
wou'd complain grievouſly of their Miniſter, ſhould he, for 
weightier Reaſons, omit preaching it. And muſt he attend 
to this very Thing conſtantly, and they not be bound to 
attend in the proper Seaſons ? The Cauſes of ſuch forſaking 
him are bad; either ſupine Negligence, Stupidity and Sloth, 
indiſpoſing chem to mind the Concerns of Religion, and 
their Souls: or, Profaneneſs and wilful Contempt, not on- 
ly of God's Authority, but alſo of his Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, in the Inſtitution of the Goſpel Miniſtry :. or a factious 
Prejudice againſt the Perſon, or Way of him that doth ex- 
erciſe it. And the Conſequences of frequent abſenting 
therefrom are bad alſo z Men do hereby. ſtarve their own 
Souls, as certainly as they would their Bodies by neglecting 
their Meals in the Returns of neceſſary Occaſion for them. 
Depriving their Souls of that Food which is of the Bounty 
of God's Grace provided for them, they can have but 
a meagre Piety, if any. They keep themſelves at a diſtance 
from the appointed Means of being well-inſtrufted and 
quickned in the Way to eternal Life; judge themſelves un- 
worthy of it, putting the Word of God from them.---When 
any one heareth the Word of the Kingdom, and under- 
ſtandeth it not, then cometh the wicked One, and catcheth 
away that which was ſown in his Heart : But they ſave the | 
Devil that trouble, who do not give it aHearing. - | 
Fourtbiy, People ſhould: take heed to themſelves; that 2 
they forſake not the Levite, their Miniſter, by ſinful Apo- 
facy from the Religion he teacheth — departing from the 
Faith which he preacheth. © The Spirit ſpeaketh expreſly, 
that in the latter Times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith.“ 
This is foretold in Scripture, and verified in every Age 
of theChriſtian Church. There are often thcſe who do not 
continue ſtedfaſtly in che A poſtle Doctrine, and fo renounce 
their faithful Miniſter's, which is agreable to it: And when 
they do ſo, they may be ſaid to forſake him; even tho? 


3 3092 ſhould continue to hear him, and contribute to his 


Support, 
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Support, and retain an Affection for his Perſon. So far 
as they diſſent in Opinion and Practice from the Truth, 
which he tells them, ſo far do they forſake him, as their 
ſpiritual Guide. The Galatians not obeying the Truth, is 
by St. Paul complain'd of, as their being removed from 
him that called them into the Grace of Chriſt, unto another 
Goſpel. * ** People are apt thus to forſake their Miaiſter, 
| when his Doctrine happens to oppoſe ſome favourite No- 
tions or indulged Luſts of their's. Tho? ke preacheth the 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints, yet if he 
contradict their prejudicate Opinions, any religious Prin- 
ciples which they received, with their vain Converſation, by 
Tradition from their F bern! 3 or which have been dictated 
to them by ſuch as they call Maſters on Earth, they _— 
ſently reject him, and will not in thoſe Points (at leaſt) be 
his Diſciples, So tenacious are they wont to be of their pre- 
conceived wrong Notions, that the greateſt Force of Reaſon, 
and Evidence of Scripture will not make them give up the 


ſame ; leſt they ſhou'd looſe the Satisfaction of having been 


always! in the Right, and the ſtronger the Light beareth up- 
on their Minds, ſo impenetrably darkned with the Preju- 
dices of Education, the more it offends them; as Paul's 
Preaching did the Jewiſb Bigots, who ſpake againſt thoſe 
Things which were ſpoken of him, contradicting, and blaſ- 
 pheming. 5 Whereas People ſhould allow their Miniſter, 
and uſe themſelves, the Liberty of ſober Inquiry, and not 
_ oblige or tempt him to preach for Chriſtian Doctrine the 
Inventions and Commandments of Men, how venerable 
ſoever for Age, Learning, or Piety. They ſhou'd be fo 
noble and ingenuous, as to ſearch the Scriptures daily, whe- 
ther thoſe Things are ſo, which their Miniſter tells them : 
examine the Grounds of their Belief ; open their Minds to 
_ Conviction, and yield to Evidence. And they will be no 
Loſers by quitting any favourite Tenets, which ſhall be 
found not to agree with the Scripture Form of ſound Words, 
which they ſhould hold faſt. Men s beloved ere as well 
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as darling Opinions, often cauſe them to forſake the Doc- 


trine of their Miniſter, which is according to Godlineſs, and 


checketh them in the eager Purſuit of their bad Deſigns, 
and dampeth the free Enjoyment of unlawful Plgaſures, 
and diſturbeth the Courſe of their vicious Practices: What- 
ever corrupt Affection a Man be poſſeſſed with, it will 
work in him a Diſtaſte, and a Repugnance to that Doctrine, 
which indiſpenſably, as a Condition of Salvation, doth pre- 


ſcribe and require univerſal Holineſs, Purity, Innocence, 
Vertue and Goodneſs ; which doth not allow of any one 
Sin to be foſtered or indulged ; which threatneth Wrath 
and Vengeance upon all Impiety, Iniquity and Impurity, 
wherein we do obſtinately perfiſt. *? The predominate 

L uſt in Men, be it that of the Fleſh, or that of the Eye, 
or the Pride of Life, hath commonly that Influence upon 


their Conduct toward a Miniſter, which Herodias had up- 


on Herod's toward John: It ſuffers them to hear him gladly 
for a Seaſon, and it may be alſo to do many Things upon 


his Exhortation : But when he doth the Part of a faithful 


Prophet, and faith to them as plainly as the Baptiſt to the 


Tetrarch, It is not lawful for you to bave and cheriſh that 


Luſt in your Boſom, and urges them to put it away, it 
makes them forſake him, if it does not prompt them 


to perſecute him. They take Diſguſt at his Doctrine, 
which will not let them enjoy their former Sentiments and 


Vices : Whatever ſuiteth not to their Prepoſſeſſions and 


Paſſions; whatever croſſeth their Fancy, their Humour, 
their Appetite, their Intereſt, is a hard and harſh Saying, 


; 4 at which they ſometimes take ſuch Offence as thoſe Diſci- 


ples of Chriſt, of whom we read. in John 6. 66, that on a 


like Occafion, went back, and followed no more with 


him. 


Fiſibh. People ſhould take heed to themſelves, that 
they forſake not the Levite, their Miniſter, by an un- 
friendly Neglect of him in his Afflictions; eſpecially in Suf- 


ferings for the Goſpel, — Not to enumerate the [nfirmi- 
dies, Neceſſities, Temptations, Troubles, Decays of bodily 


Strength, |} 


— 
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Strength, or mental Powers; Difficulties of all Sorts, to 
which he is equally ſubject as other Men, and in which 
they ought tegderly to ſympathize with him, and to their 
utmoſt relieve and comfort him; as he is bound to do, 
with reſpect to them: His Afflictions, which I more eſpe - 
_ cially intend here, are thoſe which he endures for Chrift, 
and the Goſpel. „ ee of, b 
- *Tis an old Maxim and Method of Perſecution, Smite the 
Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered. When the Sons 
of Violence laid Hands on the chief Shepherd, our Lord 
JeſusChriſt, hen all his Diſciples forſook him and fled. The 
ſmiting of the Under-Shepherds is uſually attended with 
the ſcattering of the Sheep. A Storm of Perſecution breaks 
firſt, and falls heavieſt, upon the Preachers of Righteouf- 
neſs. Maximinus commanded that only the Governors of 
the Church ſhould be ſlaughtered, as the Authors of the 
Growth and Prevalency of Chriſtian Doctrine. That 
bloody Tyrant was not fingular in this Practice; but 
wherever Chriſtianity hath been in the moſt crue] Man- 
ver perſecuted, the Miniſters of it have taſted deepeſt of 
that Cup. To eſcape theſe Sufferings for Chriſt,” unſound 
Profeſſors of him have been wont to forſake him, and his 
Confeſſors. It is baſe Cowardice and Treachery in Chriſtian- 
People, to deſert their Leaders in a great Fight of Aflidlionn, 
2 Tim. 4. 16, At my firſt Anſwer no Man ſtood with _ 
me, but all Men forſook me: I pray God that it may not 
be laid to their Charge. At Paul's firſt Appearing in the 
Court of Rome, none of the Chriſtians there ſtood by him, 


to deliver him out of the Mouth of the Lion: None dar'd 


to own him, or give Teſtimony in his Defence: They left 
him to plead and ſhift for himſelf. This was a Sin in 
them, which he earneſtly prayed might be forgiven them? 
We might ſoon expect ſuch like Trials of People's Ad- 
herence to their Paſtors in this Land, if the Papal Ty- 
ranny ſhould once get Poſſeſſion of the Britt Throne, 
which we pray God of his Mercy to prevent. But there 
are other Aflictions of the Goſpel, beſides oo Impri- 
8 nme 
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ſon ments, and Martyrdoms, that always more or leſs abide the 
faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, in which People ſhould be Parta- 
Kers, & cannot without Sin forſake them. Too apt are many 
to be drawn into Party-ſtrife with the Miniſter, which ari- 
ſeth from Enmity to the Goſpel ; and inſtead of vindicating 
him from unjuſt Reproaches, and defending him againſt the 
Inſults and Abuſes of unreaſonable Men, join with thoſe who 
ſay to them, Come, and let us deviſe Devices againſt 
him, and let us ſmite him with the Tongue, and not give 
heed to any of his Words.” * People ſhould not ſtand with 
their Miniſter in that which is not juſtifiable z yet the Miſ- 
chieſs they commonly ſuffer from a needleſs Quarrel againſt 
him, might (one would think) make all that are wiſe for 


tthemſelves, very cautious how they engage in it. And what 


could more diſcourage them from having a Hand in any in- 
Jurious Treatment of him, than thoſe Words in the prophe- _ 
tical Bleſſing wherewith Moſes, the Man of God, bleſſed 
Levi, Deut. 33. 11, Bleſs, Lord, his Subſtance, and accept 
the Work of bis Hanus; fmite through the Loins of them 
bat riſe againſt bim, and of them that bate bim, that they 

rije not again. 
Sixthly, People ſhould take heed to themſelves, that they 
 forſake not the Levite, their Miniſter, by unreaſonable Se- 
Paration from him. Their Diſmiſſion of a Paſtor is not al- 

ways ſuch. In ſome Caſes this is not only warrantable, but 
commendable. Tis a ſchiſmatical Withdrawing from one, 
that People are caution'd againſt. They ſhould take heed 
to themſelves, that they do not ſo forfake a Miniſter of the 
Lord's ſending, to follow one that is not. This was the 
Sin of Feroboam, and by it he made Iſrael to fin ; ** to 
Caſt off the Miniſters of the Lord, and make Prieſts of the 
| loweſt of the People; which were not of the Houſe of Levi.“ 
It was the Sin of many in the Days of the Apoſtles, notwith- 
ſtanding the Miracles which atteſted their Miſſion, to leave 
them, and become the Diſciples of falſe Teachers. There 
hath been more or * of chis evil e in Yup Age of 
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the Chriſtian Church, When a Man being counted faithful, 
upon approving himſelf ſuch, is regularly put into the Mi- 
niſtry, and ſet over a People in the Lord, it is a dangerous 
Error in them, to ſeperate themſelves from him, and go af- 
ter Seaucers : to attend the Miniſtry of ſich as are uncalled 
to the ſacred Office, Fer. 23. 32, © I ſent them not, nor 
commanded them; therefore they ſhall not profit this Peo- 
ple at all.“ We cannot but pity thoſe among us, who, of 
late Years, in one Place, and another, ſo forſake à good. 
Miniſter of Jeſus Obriſt, and blindly follow blind Guides :--- 
Teachers, that, in reſpect of Ability for the Work, are, 
like Jeroboam's Prieſts, of the loweſt of the People. If thoſe 
Chemarim * were fit to be Prieſts to them that were no 
Gods, and well enough qualified to carry Straw to the Calves 
at Dan and Bethel, theſe cannot be thought ſo to miniſter 
at God's Altar, and to feed Men's Souls with Knowledge 

and Underſtanding, _ 5 „ 

People ſhould further take heed, that they forſake nat 

the Miniſter, under whom they are orderly placed, for a- 
nother, as truly authoriſed, and equally, or even better able, 
to reach, It is the Ordinance of God, that every Paſtor. 

fhould have his own Flock to attend, and take heed unto : {| 


And every Flock ſhould adhere to it's own faithful Paſtor. 


People ſhould take heed, that they do not out of Levity. 
and Inconſtancy of Mind, or the Itching of their Ears after 
Novelties, or the Prevalence of ſome fooliſn Humour; or 
ſinful Corruption, heap to themſelves Teachers, and go af- 
ter Strengers, When, and how far, a regard to their Edi-. 
fication, will juſtifie their leaving the Paſtor, under whoſe 
| Peculiar Care they have choſen to put themſelves, and or- 
dinarily to attend the Miniſtry of Another, is by ſome made 
2 QCaſe of Conſcience, which I have not room here to diſcuſs : 
But would adviſe thoſe who make this Pretence for their 
Separation from their Paſtor, to read and ponder and apply 
a ſhort Paſſage in St. John's Goſpel, Chap. 6. ver. 66,--- 
From that Time many of his Diſciples went back, and 
* Hoſ. 10. 5. Zeph. 1. 4. | Acts 14. 23. Tit. 1. 5. 


was” * as 


« walked _ 
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<< walked no more with him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto the 
„Twelve, will ye alſo go away? Then Simon Peter an- 
© ſwered him, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou haft. 
the Words of eternal Life.” Why ſhould they leave a 
Miniſter that hath, and faithfully ſpeaketh the Words of 
that Life ? Another may for a while better pleaſe their Fan- 

_ cies, or move their ſenſitive Paſſions; but can he more pro- 

fit their Souls ? Is there not more to be expected from the 
 Golſpel-Miniltry, as it is an Ordinance of Chriſt, than as it 

is barely the Performance of a Man, tho? ever fo learned 
and eloquent, ſo good and zealous ? © By over- looking the 
Inſtitution of God, and having too-raiſed Expectations from 


Man, we provoke him to blaſt the moſt promiſing Means. 


On the contrary,a weakerMiniſtry is aft- times greatly bleſs'd, 
when it is the beſt Perſons can conveniently and regularly 
enjoy, and is attended upon from a Senſe of Duty to God, 
in Obedience to his Command, and with Dependence upon 
his Preſence and Bleſſing. It may be happy for a People 
to have a Miniſter, who, by long Acquaintance with them, 
beſt knows their State, and moſt naturally cares for it; and 
between whom and. them there is, by this Means, a mutual 
ſtrong Endearment. The cauſleſs forſaking him, or pur- 
lng him away, as we vulgarly expreſs it, and this when he 
is old, may be little to their ſpiritual Advantage. *Tis 
plainly a Breach of Covenant, an Infringment on the Rule 
of Goſpel-Order, and contrary to the wiſe Man' s Advice, 
2 bine own Friend, and thy Father” sFriend, forſake thou not. 
Having ſhown, the Obligations lying upon People, to 
take heed unto. themſelves, That they forſake not the Levile 
their Miniſter, I would thence infer and urge his, to take 
| heed unto himſelf, that he forſake not them, and give them 
no Occaſion to forſake him. The whole Duty of a Goſpel- 
| Miniſter toward his People, which he is ſolemnly charged 
to take heed unto himſelf, that he faithfully perform it, is 
comprized | in Bis not for ſaking them ; as their's toward him 
is in their not for ſaking bim. This does not tinge that he 
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muſt continue with the People which he takes the Paſtoral” 
Charge of, as long as he liveth upon the Earth : or may 
not, on any Account, go from them. If the Caſe of a 
Miniſter were ſo with his People, and they were thus indif- 
ſolubly married, he might be tempted to ſay, it is not good 
to be a Miniſter; ; and they, that it is not ſo to have one. 
There may be as clear a Call in Providence for them to part 
from each other, as there was for them to come together, 
in that Relation. The Good of the Church may require 


the Tranſlation of a Miniſter from one Place to another; 


| . as is more frequent and peaceable 1 in other Proteſtant Coun- 


tries, than in this. Bur 'till there is ſufficient Reaſon to 
think that a Man, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath made the 


Overſeer of a particular Flock, is as plainly called of God, 
to reſign his Paſtoral Charge of! it, he muſt abide with his | 
People; and on no worldly Conſideration of Eaſe, or Ho- 


nour, or Profit, go from them to another. A Miniſter 


muſt not be a Runagate, nor a Non-Reſident. He ſhould. 


take heed unto himſelf, that he do not, thro' Cowardice, 


or Avarice, or any corrupt and irregular Paſſion, forſake 


his People, as long as he liveth upon the Earth; leſt God 
ſhould rebuke him as he did the” Prophet, 1 Kings 19. 9, 


What doeſt thou here, Elijah ?. -Mo (faith the Lord) to 


Ibe Idol- Shepherd, that leaveth the Flock. T? But, 


A Miniſter muſt take heed unto himſelf, that he ſorſale 
not his People worſe, even while he continues to live with 
them, by failing to diſcharge well and truly his Office among 


them, By being wanting in his affectionate Regards for 


them not maintaining in his Heart a ſollicitous Care of their 
Souls, greatly longing after them all in the Bowels of Jeſus 


Chriſt. St. Paul, tho' abſent in the Fleſb from his beloved 


Colefſians, was yet with them in the Spirit. * A Miniſter 


may be preſent with his People in the Fleſh, but abſent in 
the Spirit : his Heart may be gone from them : he may 
have left his firſt Love; and if fo, he hath, to a criminal 


Degree, farſaken them.----A Miniſter thould take heed: co 


1 
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himfelf, that ls: Demas-like, thro! Love of this preſent” 


World, forſake not hisCalling, or his People, by ſuffering his 


Heart to go after his Covetouſneſs ; ſeeking not them, but 


; their's ; being greedy of filthy Lucre, and never having e- 


nough---always complaining of, and even preparing War 


| againſt, thoſe that put not into his Mouth ;---or with feigns 
ed Words making Merchandize of them: or abuſing the 


plentiful Proviſion granted for his Maintenance to Pride, 


Luxury, and Idleneſs: which cannot be denied to have 


been too often the Caſe of a fat Clergy ; and if it be true of 
our's in this Land, let the People b be leſs blamed for pit- 
tancing of them. 


A Miniſter ſhould take heed unto himſelf, that he forfake 


not his People by Slothfulne/s in his Buſineſs---not proſe- 
cuting his Studies with unwearied Diligence, that he may 
always have a Treaſure of Knowledge, out of which, as a 
good Houſholder, he may bring forth to them Things #ew _ 


and eld: or by not giving conſtantAttendance toReading, 


to Exhortation, to Doctrine, that his Profiting may appear; 
which it hardly will unleſs he give himſelf wholly to theſe 


Things; and fpend his Time and Pains in the continual In- 


| firudtion, Viſitation, and Conſolation of his People; not 
being diverted therefrom by the vain Amuſements of Plea- 


uy and Company, or the Avocations of worldly Buſineſs. 
A Miniſter ſhould take heed unto himſelf, that he forſake 


not his People, in reſpect of Perſonal Conference with them, 
as there may be needful Occaſion thereof, for the reQifying 
their Judgments, ſatisfying their Scruples, removing their 
Prejudices, relieving their Infirmities, ſympathiſing with 
their Afflictions, corporal and ſpiritual : and that he leave 
them not unguarded againſt approaching Dangers ; the En- 
ep, of Error and Iniquity; the fallacious Arts of 


mpoſtors, and violent Aſſaults of open Adverſaries to Truth 
ww Piety. A Minifter ſhould take heed unto himſelf ; 


that he forſake not his People, by turning himſelf from the 
Truth, and the Way of Righteouſneſs. If thro' Neglect, 
or Abuſe of the Advantages he hath of knowing and doing 


j 
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better than they, he is ted away with the Error of the 


Wicked, and does not in his Doctrine adhere to the Truth, 


as it is in Jeſus; nor in his Converſation go before his F lock, : 
as an Example to it of Practical Religion, he criminally for- 


ſakes them, and they may forſake him, and not be guilty 
of forſaking the Levite : for they muſt not follow him into 


the Ditch of noxious Error, and wicked Practice: -an hes 

retical and vicious Miniſter is the moſt abandon'd Creature 
on Earth---rejefted of God and Men, Hoſ. 4. 6, * Becauſe 
thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, that 

thou ſhalt be no Prieſt to me; ſeeing thou haſt forgotten 


«* the Law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy Children.” 
Mal. 2. 7, 8, For the Prieſt's Lips ſhould keep Know- 
« ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth ; for 


« he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. But ye are 


c departed out of the Ways ye have cauſed many to ſtum- 
& ble at the Law: ye have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, 


4 ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have I alſo made you 
« contemptible and baſe before all the People, according 


< as ye have not kept my Ways.“ To which Conſidera- 
tion what more Weight need be, or can be, added, to in- 


force the ſolemn Caution given theEvangelic Levite, to take 
heed unto himſelf, that he fail not to perform faithfully all 


the Parts of his arduous and important Office ?---The Lord 
Help me io apply what hath been ſaid on this Head to my 
own Soul !---- 
And you muſt ſuffer me, Sas Brother, to addreſs the 
Counſel of God, to your ſelf alſo particularly, now you are 
to take the Paſtoral Charge of a beloved Flock of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in this Place. You cannot, and others (I hope) 
will not, miſconſtrue the preſent Diſcourſe, as impeaching 


your Conduct in the Seperation which hath happen'd be- 


twixt you and the People, over which you was ordain'd. 

The Reaſons and Grounds of it were examin'd by proper 

Judges, who acquitted you of all Blame in that Matter. 
And it would be very invidious in any to ſay unto you, as 
e did to David, who, by his Father's Order, brought 


"ONS 


Work of the Miniſtry was, at your Seperation to it, clear- 
ly and fully ſet before you, in a Sermon * which you have 
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a freſh Supply of Proviſion for his Brethren at the Carp of 
Ijßrael; Why cameſt thou down hither ? and with whom 


haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep in the Wilderneſs ?+ As your 


Diſmiſſion from the Care of a little Flock was regular, ſo 


your Call to take the Over-ſight of this is (we trult) clear. 
And it is now incumbent on you, to take heed unto your 


ſelf, that you forſake not this People, by any ſtraying Steps 


in the Courſe of your Miniſtry: And that you give them 
no Offence in any Thing, or occaſion to forſake you. The 


in your Hand : I may well be excus'd therefore for not 


enlarging upon it in this. Only let me exhort you to ſee 


to it, that it be the Love of a precious Chriſt, and of pre- 


cious Souls, which conſtraineth you to re- aſſume the Paſto- 
ral Charge; the Weight of which (methinks) the Man 


who hah felt it, and is fairly ſet at Liberty from it, muſt 


' tremble again to undertake. Love to Chriſt and Souls, 
prevailing above your Regards to what you might hope to 
enjoy in this World, and fear to meet with in the next, 
ſhould engage your Heart in their Service, not to be per- 
formed without great Difficulty and Danger to yourſelf. 
Love is the uniting Affection, the ſweet and ſtrong Bond 
of Duty; and will hold you cloſe to your's ; and make 
Chriſt's Yoke, which you take upon you, eaſy, and the 
| Hardſhips of a Shepherd's Life; the nipping Froſts, 
and ſweltring Heats, and tedious Watchings, you muſt en- 
dure, in feeding and defending of his Sheep andLambs, not 


only tolerable, but delightful to you----as Jacob's ſeven | 
Years hard Service for Rachel, in which the Drought con- 


ſumed him by Day, and the Froſt by Night, and his Sleep 
_ departed from his Eyes, ſeemed unto him but a eu Days, 
for the Love he had to her. | 


Let my Advice be more acceptable to you, than the 
ſame from wiſer and (perhaps) older Men was to a : young 


+ 1 Sam. 17. 28. 
od — by the Rev. Mr. . On Rev. : 2. 10. 
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King, viz. to make your People's Yoke [a Yoke which 
many think themſelves not able to bear] as light, by your 
Frugality and Contentment, as will conſiſt with your ſer- 
viceable and comfortable Dwelling among them. It was 
Part of St. Paul's Care of the Churches, not to be burden- 
ſome to them, being perſuaded, that they would forgive 
Him that Wrong ; yea, be the better pleaſed with him. A 
Defe& of Maintenance is indeed a privative Perſecution, in 
which a Miniſter may, as the Caſe ſhall he circumſtanced, 
| Have that Allowance to go from his People, which our 
Lord gives in Matth. 10. 23, When they perſecute you in 

this City, flee ye to another. But he will not ſo depart but 
upon urgent Neceſſity, when Poverty cometh as one t hat 
travaileth (a ſwift High-way-man, to ſtrip him of all he 


hath ) and Want as an armed Man; more formidable than 


the Yolf, which the Hireling, when he ſeeth coming, fly- 

eth, becauſe he is an Hireling, and careth not for the Sheep. 

T hope you will never be tempted, or have juſt Occaſion fo 
to forſake this Flock; but you muſt know, that a parſi- 

monious Detention of his Right, which would warrant a 

Miniſter's thus leaving his People, will not excuſe his for- 

faking them, by Negligence in his Work, white he contt- 


nues with them in it: and his reaping ſparingly of their car- _ 


nal Things, will not juſtifie his ſowing ſparingly of ſpiritual 
unto them. Gladly ſpend therefore, and be ſpent for the 
Souls of this People, tho? it ſhould happen, that the more 
abundantly you loved them, the leſs you ſhould be loved 
by them. Let your great Concern be to do your Work 
faithfully, and you ſerve too good a Maſter to let you want 
that which is good for you. You may depend on his Pro-. 
miſe and Care, that you ſhall not be forſaken (which Da- 
did never ſaw the Righteous) in reſpe& of a Competency of 
outwyard good Things. Of Levi, it is ſaid, “ He hath no 
Part nor Inheritance with his Brethren ; the Lord is his In- 
| heritance,” according as the Lord thy God promiſed him.“ 
Our Lord ſaid to his firſt Miniſters, * When I ſent you 
ö mmm ⁵ ↄðò AW KEEPER. 3-94 
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without Purſe, and Scrip, and Shoes, lacked ye any Thing? 
And they ſaid, Nothing.” + By taking due heed to your- 
elf, and to your Doctrine, and continuing in them, you 
will not forſake your People in any forbidden Way; and 
will do all that is required of you to prevent their forſaking 
ydu. Shun not to declare the whole Counſel of God to 
them, nor ſpare their Vices, ſoothing them up in their Sins, 
through fear of diſguſting them : You will give the greateſt 
Offence by avoiding it, in that Way; z and expoſe your Of- 
|  fice to Contempt, as well as hazard the Salvation of your 
own Soul. —And yet, a great deal of Prudence muſt be u- 
_ ſed by you in the Delivery of the Truth, and all your Be- 


haviour i in the Houſe of God, that, if it be poſſible, you 


may give no Offence to any, and the Miniſtry, by your 
Miſcondutt, be not blamed—You muſt be compliant, as 
far as you can, with the various Tempers of People, and 
made all Things ( Unfaithfulneſs to your Truſt excepted ) 
to all Men. Be not weary of well-doing; wax not careleſs 
of your Charge, and unconcerned to provide Food ſuitable 
for the Souls of your People: put them not off with raw, 
unſtudied Sermons. Let every Diſcourſe from the Pulpit 
be inſtructive, entertaining, and edifying, that your Hear- 
ers, at che Cloſe of it, may be ready to ſay, as David to a 
Meſſenger of Peace, Bleſſed be the Lord God of 1/-ae!, 


Which ſent thee this Day to meet me: And bleſſed be thy 


Advice, and bleſſed be thou. Tour Diligence, Pru- 
dence, and Fidelity, in the Diſcharge of your whole Office, 
will oblige this People to you in the ſtrongeſt Ties of Con- 
ſcience, and Affection; and be. moſt likely to hold them _ 
with you, till you ſhall not be ſuffered to continue with 


them, by reaſon of Death. But if, notwithſtanding all your | 


Care to perform faithfully your Duty toward them, they 


Should before that forſake you, yet ſhall you not be a Caſt- | 


away-: God will make 
he cauſeth you to hope, I will never: leave thee, nor forſake 
I Wack D no mote | to wiſh raed, we all ſay, 


1 


good to you his Word, ou which 
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ThePeople of God in this Place will receive the cautio- 
nary Direction of the Text as needful at leaſt, and as ſuit- 
able for them, as it would be for any other, in the Settle- e 

ment of a Miniſter among them. 

Mien and Bretbren, : | 

Il! ſpeak not the Things which you hear this 5 to 
| ſhame you, but as my beloved Friends, I warn you, and the 
rather I own, becauſe of what hath all along happen'd in 
this Church, viz. A Seperation between Paſtor and People N. 
before, and otherwiſe than by Death; which ſhould move 
you to take the more heed unto yourſelves, that there be not 
again ſuch, through your Default. I mean not to reproach 
you, or yeur Fathers, on account of the Diſmiſſion of any 
Miniſter heretofore ; nor to ſay, in any Inſtance, where the 
Blame ( if there was any) ſhould be laid. But having in 
Days of Trouble and Temptation which formerly paſſed o- 
ver this Church, ſeen here theMiſchief of Strife with a Paſ- 
tor, ſo often iſſuing in the Diſſolution of that Relation, I can- 
not refrain ſpeaking to warn you of it. There will (I hope) 
be the ready Reflections of Conſcience upon whatever might 
be amiſs in parting with your late worthily beloved Miniſter, 
which was wondered at and regretted by us at a Diſtance, 
and unacquainted (perhaps) with the real Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of it. And if your Hearts condemn you not at all, in 
that Matter, yet ſuch an Event may be wiſely improved 
to make you very cautious of giving any Occaſion of your 
being ſo afflifted and forſaken, in Time to come. And un- 
| Jels you take heed to yourſelves, that you forſake not the 
| Levite, in any Steps of your Fore-Fathers, which you may | 
poſſibly know were not right, your Sin and Danger will be 
the greater: And you cannot make fo plauſible a Pretence,, 
that if you had liv'd in their Days, you would not have been 
Partakers with them in any improper Treatment of the 
Lord's Meſſengers, as even the Perſecutors of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles did, that they would not have been ſo with 
their Fathers in the Blood of the Prophets, by building the 
Ti dan] of the Prophits, and garniſhuog the a” of the 
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Righteous. But, Beloved, We hope better Things of you, 
|  thanwe may fear have ſometimes 2 in this Place; that 
ſüuch a hearty and happy Union between Paſtor and People 
J will be this Day effected, as ſhall not, but by Death be diſ- 
ſolved. That you will take heed, and beware of every 
evil Way, in which People are liable to forſake their Minif- 
ter : And if your's, being ſubject to Error and Sin, as well 
as you, ſhould be miſled thereinto, and not perform faith- 
fully every Part of his Duty towards you, admoniſh him 
thereof ſeaſonably, and modeſtly ; entreating him as a 
Father, and not dealing by him as an Enemy, in conceal; 
Ing your Reſentment of Offences taken, till you have an 1 
Opportunity to caſt him off ; which is too often the Man- 
ner of diſaffected People; contrary to the Apoſtle's Direction 
in Col. 4. 17, © Say to Archippus take heed to the Miniſtry ; 
which thou haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 
Take heed, how you hear; and that the Word preached . 
by him profiteth you, being mixed with Faith, and redu- 
ced into Practice.—If his Heart be ſet on the Succeſs of his 
Miniſtry, nothing will more diſcourage him, than to ſee 
that he labours in vain. © Oh! ſaid the weeping Prophet,“ 
that J had in the Wilderneſs a lodging Place of Way-faring . 
Men, that I might leave my People, and go from them; 
for they are all Adulterers, an Aſſembly of treacherous 
| Men.” I marvel (ſaid Mr. Baxter) at ſome ancient reverend 
Mien, that have been twenty, or forty Vears with an unpro- 
fltable People, where they have ſeen ſo little Fruit of their 
Labour, that it was ſcarce diſcernable, how they can with 
; | Jo much Patience there go on. Were it my Caſe, tho” 1 
IAaurſt not leave the Vineyard, nor quit my Calling, yet I 
4 ſhould ſuſpect that it was God's Will, I ſhould go ſome. 
Whither elſe, and another come hither z that might be fit- 
ter for them, and I ſhould not be eaſily ſatisfied to ſpend my 
Days in ſuch a fort.” Let not yourMiniſter ever have ſuch 
Occaſion to think of going from you. Be careful to im- 
Prove in Knowledge and ee under his faithful Ad- 
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miniſtrations. This will more than any Thing, endesezadd 
attach you to each other. You will not eaſily forſake a 


Miniſter, ſo beneficial to your Souls; nor a Miniſter eaſilỹß 
forſake you, who will be thus his Hope and Foy in this Life, 
and his. Croꝛon of Rejcycing in thePreſence of our Lora Jeſus | 


Chriſt, at his coming. Amen. 


Now I beſeech all in this Aſfembly to ſuffer the Word of 


- Exhortation : : That God may not forſake us, and caft us 


off forever, let us take heed unto ourſelves, that we folake 
not his Miniſters, our faithful Guides, as long as we live 
upon the Earth. © He that receiveth you, ſaid Chriſt to \ 
lis Apoſtles, receiveth me: and he that receiveth me, re- 
ceiveth him that ſent me: And he that deſpiſeth you, de- 
piſeth me : and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that” 
ſent me.” Should we thus contemn the Goodneſs of God 
in ſending his Embaſſadors of Peace to us, juſtly may he 
remove our Teachers into Corners, and puniſh this Land 
with an ignorant and unfaithful Miniſtry ;* than which a a 
greater Judgment i is not to be deprecated by us. Upon the 
Jeus undervaluing and Rejection of the good Shepherd, 
his two Staves, Beauty, and Bands, were broken; and the 
Lord faid unto the Prophet, Take unto thee yet the 
Inſtruments of a fooliſh Shepherd. For lo, I will raife up 
2 Shepherd in the Land, which ſhall not viſit thoſe that be 
cut off, neither ſhall ſeek the young one, nor heal that that 
is broken, nor feed that that ſtandeth ſtill: but ſhall ear 
the Fleſh of the Fat, and tear their Claws in pieces.” || The 
| fhaking Diſpenſations of Providence at this Day loudly 
) warn us, to take heed, that we forſake not the Ordinance 


of God, the Goſpel- Miniſtry, by which he-is with us to e- 
ffabliſh, ſtrengthen, and ſave us. Wherefore, as the Holy 


Gheſt fait, T Day if ye will bear his Voice, Burden not your 
Hearts: harden them not as in the Provocation, in the Day > 
Temptation, which the ſacred Hiſtory makes mention of, 


in 2 Chron. 36. 15, 16, © The Lord God of their Fathers 


. 11. 15, 16. 
1 e 
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ſent to them by his Meſſengers, riſing up WG; and] 
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ſending; becauſe he had Compaſſion on his People, and 


on his Dwelling- Place: But they mocked the Meſſengers of 
God, and deſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed his Prophets, 
until the Wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his People, and 
there was no Remedy.” God of his infinite Mercy pre- 


vent ſuch being NEw-EncLanD's Meaſure-filling Sin, and 


irremediable Ruin ! See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ;; 


for if they eſcaped not who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth, 
much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from him 
that ſpeaketh from Heaven: whoſe Voice then ſhook the 
Earth, but now he hath promiſed, ſaying, yet once more 1 
Duale not the Earth only, but alſo Heaven. And this Mord 
Jet once more, ſignifies the removing of thoſe Things that are 


Jhaken, as of Things that are made, that thoſe Things which 


cannot be ſhaken, may remain. Wherefore we receiving a 


Kingdom which cannot be moved, (the Kingdom of Chriſt 


ſet up on the Diſſolution of the Jewiſn CZfconomy, and 
hall continue to the End of Time) let us have Grace, 

whereby we may (in our ſeveral Stations and Capacities) 
ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence and godly Fear : for 
our Cod i 50 POE Fire. T 
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THE END. 


LES 


- 
" 
- 
* 
. 
A 
+ 
pl 
* 
P 
- 
2 
„ 
bn 
* 
* 
— 
i 
. 
8 
* 1 „ 
2 
2 
* 
* 
* 
* 
2 5 
* 
- * 
- 
. 
4 
on 
. 
* 4 
— * 


- : . : 2 : — — — -- boats Ce — 


x 
* 
, * 0 — 
” 
» - 
* 
7 / 
& 
- . 
* b : 
I. 
Ll 
— x * 
o % * 
3 % * 
+3 
* 
4 : 
. 2 
* 
* 
* 
5 
. 
* 
+ 
%@ — — * 


